False positive immunostaining for cytomegalovirus in products of conception was revealed using an avidinbiotinylated peroxidase complex. The cause was shown to be endogenous biotin. The use of a non-avidin-biotin method avoided the problem. (J Clin Pathol 1994;47: 1118-1119 It is established practice when seeking evidence in histological sections of infection by cytomegalovirus (CMV) to supplement morphological examination by immunohistochemical staining.
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Evacuated retained products of conception are common surgical specimens in this department. Recently, we examined sections of such a specimen from a case of missed abortion in which several of the nuclei of the secretory endometrium were enlarged and amphophilic (fig 1) . Although the appearance was not typical of CMV infection, we wished to exclude that possibility and therefore performed immunostaining for CMV. 
Results
The nuclei of some of the endometrial cells were strongly positive (fig 2) , but similar staining was found in the negative controls in which PBS had been substituted for the primary antibody (fig 3) . We 
